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The Heart of Harvard, Our Heart

Welcome to all! Greetings President Faust, deans and professors, guests, friends,
relatives, and fellow students! We have come together in this gem of the Harvard campus,
which has become ours over the past years, about w begin a new stage in life’s journey:
Although we have studied different things and will pursue diverse paths, i there nonetheless
something that we have all leamed and of which we can all make use? Indeed I believe there
is: | call it the heart of Harvard, our heart, that is enthusiasm.

When I first arrived at Harvard, T did not know what to expect, beyond brilliant minds,
a great deal of work, and my own intellectual growth. I was not dissppointed. Many times,
as I left class or office hours pleasantly exhausted mentally, I certainly marveled at the
wisdom and takents of my professors and fellow students. But it was not Harvard' erudition
that touched me over these past four years but a warmth and enthusiasm that I could not of my oo
have anticipated.
Not if 1 had a hundred tongues and a voice of gold could I narrate the many stories so rudition that t
well known to you: professors who responded to questions with lengthy e-mails and joyfully
opened not just their minds but their homes and hearts to organize excursions and
encourage our interests and projects. Two of my own professors were so affected by the
beauty of a work that they were moved almost to tears; one was reading with us Ovids
depiction of Orpheus” second and final loss of his Eurydice, the other, Tolstoy’s description
of Levin and Kitty’s reconciliation. After I had seen all this, my somewhat frigid and lofry

l image of Harvard began to dissolve into something softcr. |
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